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Endorsed by the UN General Assembly following the 2015 Third UN World 
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR), and advocates for:

The substantial reduction of disaster risk and losses in lives, livelihoods and 
health and in the economic, physical, social, cultural and environmental 
assets of persons, businesses, communities and countries.

Understanding 

Disaster risk



Aligned 

Provides 
Member States 
with concrete 

actions to 
protect 

development 
gains from the 
risk of disaster.





• United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM) in 
August 2015, under decision 5/110 supported the proposal to establish a working group to further 
develop and implement a strategic framework that would be: 

WG-Disasters

Focused in a practical manner; 

Aligned with the outcome and follow-up to the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 2015-2030 and its implementation;

Able to take into consideration the special needs of developing countries, especially 
with respect to capacity building and knowledge sharing and; 

Broadly representative of different regions of the world and taking into account 
regional experiences.



Jamaica and Japan both co-chair the United Nations Global Geospatial Information Management (UN-
GGIM) Working Group on Geospatial Information and Services for Disasters. 

Vision:

• Accurate, timely and reliable geospatial information and services are available, in a
coordinated way, to decision makers and operational leads prior to, during and post disasters.

WG-Disasters

Provide a forum for dialogue and 
coordination among member states, 
UN system, DRR organizations etc.

Improve the availability, accessibility 
and timeliness of good quality 
geospatial information for DRR

Encourage greater coordination and 
collaboration on geospatial 

information activities for DRM 



geospatial 
information & 

services 

relevant statistical 
information 

better understand, 
formulate policies 
and manage risks 

and impacts of 
disasters

The Framework aims to guide Member States and other stakeholders in making available and 

accessible all quality geospatial information and services before, during and after disaster 
events. 





UN-GGIM WG Disasters 
Workplan 2020 - 2023 Execution 
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https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/11th-
Session/documents/WG_Disasters_Work_Plan_draft_2021-08-4_final.pdf

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/11th-Session/documents/WG_Disasters_Work_Plan_draft_2021-08-4_final.pdf


UN-GGIM WG Disasters 
Workplan 2020 - 2023 Execution 
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https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-
committee/11th-
Session/documents/WG_Disasters_Wo
rk_Plan_draft_2021-08-4_final.pdf

Task Group A

Lead: Jamaica

Task Group B

Lead : Japan

Task Group C 

Lead: Jamaica

Task Group D

Lead: New Zealand

Implementation and 

monitoring of the 

Strategic Framework

Design and 

implementation of 

scenario-based 

exercises

Foster
communication and 
awareness raising 

Support the use of 
the Integrated 
Geospatial 
Information 
Framework

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/11th-Session/documents/WG_Disasters_Work_Plan_draft_2021-08-4_final.pdf




GOAL 1: 
FOSTER COMMUNICATION 
AND AWARENESS RAISING



WG Infographics

• Available on WG webpage: 

https://ggim.un.org/documents/GGI
M-Framework-
Disasters_Annex1%20.pdf

https://ggim.un.org/documents/GGIM-Framework-Disasters_Annex1%20.pdf


















Awareness Raising 
Initiatives









https://www.caribbeangeoportal.com/

https://www.caribbeangeoportal.com/


Caribbean Geoportal Webinar 
series

(April - August 2021)

June 22, 2021
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• Webinar recording available via: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=seekUoKUTIA

• WG Disasters presentation available via: http://ggim.un.org/documents/Caribbean_Geoportal_Webinar2.pdf

“CARIGEO Webinar 2: 

Caribbean Geoportal - Disasters”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=seekUoKUTIA
http://ggim.un.org/documents/Caribbean_Geoportal_Webinar2.pdf


UN-ECLAC Port of Spain DRM Workshops



DRR 
Inventory 
Surveys

(113 contributions) 

https://arcg.is/CKPOT https://arcg.is/1jfGji2

• Two surveys developed 
for administration to 
facilitate the 
development and 
maintenance of a 
Global DRR Inventory 
Hub.

• Global administration 
of both surveys
(June - July 2021)



https://ggim-exercise.github.io/inventory

https://ggim-exercise.github.io/inventory


Official Launch and 
Demonstration:

UN-GGIM Global Disaster Risk 
Reduction Organization 

Geospatial Information and 
Services Hub

Launched at 12th UN-GGIM Session on 

August 1, 2022



Hub 
Launch



UN-GGIM WG Disasters Webpage
UNSD — UN-GGIM

https://ggim.un.org/UNGGIM-wg5/


GOAL 2: 
IMPLEMENT THE STRATEGIC 

FRAMEWORK FOR DISASTERS



Global Survey Administration

• The survey was 
prepared as an online 
form and circulated to 
the UN-GGIM 
Member States, and 
observers in June 
2020, with a 
completion deadline 
of 2nd October 2020.



Assessment Survey Structure 

Assessment Survey Rating Scale
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o Level 3 Breakdown:

▪ 40% - Governance and Policies, 

▪ 55% - Awareness Raising and Capacity Building, 

▪ 53% - Data Management and 

▪ 55%  - Common Infrastructure and Resources. 

• Very promising results - countries are aware of and have 
started to implement actions towards ensuring the use of 
geospatial information (including EO technology and 
products) and related services in response to disasters.

• On the other hand, 47% indicated attaining level 2 for 
Resource Mobilization, indicating that such activities 
towards enabling utilizing of geospatial information and 
services for DRM initiatives have not yet been implemented 
in their country

• Results were presented during 7th Session of UN-GGIM: 
Americas (2020)

Assessment Results: Americas Region
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Results Summary: Americas Region 

. 
For priority areas 1 through 4, an overwhelming majority of
the respondents indicated achieving level 3, whereby the
geospatial information and services enabled DRM initiative is
currently being implemented in their country, with major tasks
still needing to be undertaken:



Analysis Process

43, 86%

1, 2%

6, 12%

Contributors Breakdown

Member States Non-Member State Non-Governmental Organizations

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

Africa

Americas

Arab States

Asia and the Pacific

Europe

Africa Americas Arab States Asia and the Pacific Europe

QUANTITY 5 12 0 14 12

Member State Contributors

The analysis was undertaken using the 43 responses from Member States and assessment executed for three regions

namely the Americas, Europe and Asia and the Pacific. Analysis was not undertaken for Africa given the low number

responses received that would not allow for a true representative sample and related results. No responses were received

from the Arab States.
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• Background Paper: “Assessment 2020 Results - Strategic Framework on Geospatial Information & Services for Disasters”. 

• https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/11th-Session/documents/Assessment-Results-2020-Strategic-Framework-dr.1.pdf

• Global Administered Assessment Survey (July - Oct 2020)

• Published background paper during 11th UN-GGIM Session (Aug-Sept 2021)

11th UN-GGIM SessionBackground Paper: “Assessment 2020 Results - Strategic 
Framework on Geospatial Information & Services for Disasters”

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/11th-Session/documents/Assessment-Results-2020-Strategic-Framework-dr.1.pdf


Regional Perspective Facilitated

Americas

Asia & 
Pacific 

Europe
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• Re-open the assessment tool for:

o re-administration within the Caribbean region to 
support greater response, analysis of results, 
monitoring and implementation. Responses were 
analyzed with others of the Americas region, 
however would like to pursue greater examination 
for the sub-region. Facilitated with support of UN-
ECLAC Port of Spain in 2021-22, however there was 
low response by Caribbean countries. 

o re-administration in Africa and Arab States given 
very limited or no responses to support greater 
response, analysis of results, monitoring and 
implementation. This will be in collaboration with 
the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin 
America & the Caribbean (UNECLAC)

Strategic Framework – Assessment Tool 



Re-administration of the “UN-GGIM Strategic Framework 
on Geospatial Information and Services for Disasters” 

Assessment Survey in the Caribbean

• Jointly through UN-GGIM: America’s 
CARIGEO Steering Committee and UN 
ELAC (CEPAL & POS), official letters 
submitted to heads of disaster 
response/geospatial agencies to support 
re-administering of Strategic Framework 
Assessment tool, with a completion date of 
November 30, 2021.

• Email subject matter: Re-administration of 
the “UN-GGIM Strategic Framework on 
Geospatial Information and Services for 
Disasters” Assessment Survey in the 
Caribbean

• Antigua & Barbuda

• Barbados

• Bahamas

• St. Lucia

• Suriname

• Belize

• Grenada

• St. Kitts and Nevis



The Aguascalientes Declaration, “Better 
Together: Geospatial Information for decision 

making in the Americas”, September 2020

is one such regional initiative which aims to
strengthen and improve collaboration among
regional bodies in the Americas on the use of
EO, geospatial, statistical and other information
to support national development priorities

http://www.un-ggim-americas.org/en/contenido/eventos/AmerigeoWeek/sesionConjunta-09-sept-20/pdf/AGUASCALIENTES%20DECLARATION_Final.pdf


Aguascalientes Declaration Joint Action Plan: 
Disasters Language

• Drafting facilitated by representatives of UN-GGIM WG-Disasters, UN-GGIM: Americas Disasters WG, GEO DRR WG and AmeriGEO
Disasters WG in October 2021, for inclusion under the “Communication, Cooperation, and Coordination” section of the Aguascalientes 
Declaration draft Joint Action Plan at UN-GGIM: Americas 8th Session:

• “Brought together by the Aguascalientes Declaration’s call upon stakeholders to work
together to further define joint work strategies and programs, the UN-GGIM WG-Disasters,
UN-GGIM: Americas Disasters WG, GEO DRR WG and AmeriGEO Disasters WG convened
with the objective of mutually advancing regional integration of geospatial data and Earth
observations for Disasters Risk Reduction (DRR) in the Americas. These global and
regionally oriented working groups are committed to continued integration of work plan
activities through quarterly coordination meetings. Shared priorities will include the
improved uptake and use of geospatial, statistical and Earth observation insights by
national DRR stakeholder and in particular capacity building, standards setting, awareness
raising and making relevant data discoverable.”



GOAL 4: 
PROVIDE A FORUM FOR DIALOGUE, 

COORDINATION AND CAPACITY 
BUILDING 



Facilitated knowledge sharing, awareness raising and DRR capacity building 
initiatives

Webinars executed with CARIGEO on the Caribbean Geoportal 

Discussion forums held with UNDRR, NASA, GEO DRR WG, WGIC Disaster 
Resilience and CEOS WG Disasters etc. 

Observer on OGC Disaster Pilot Project





Post 12th UN-GGIM Session Update 

• UN-GGIM WG Disasters tendered a 
report to the 12th Session:

• Agenda item #12. Geospatial 
information and services for disasters

• E-C.20-2022-14-Add_1_Disasters.pdf 
(un.org)

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/12th-Session/documents/E-C.20-2022-14-Add_1_Disasters.pdf


12th UN-GGIM Report: Key Areas

• Activities of the Working Group

• Implementation of the work plan 2020-2023 - Task Groups

• Increasing awareness of disaster risk management and 
geospatial information

• The Development of a Global Disaster Risk Reduction 
Inventory

• Collaboration with other bodies

• Re-administration of the Assessment Survey

• Geospatial Capacity Development Conference on GNSS 
Applications and Disaster Risk Reduction 

• Considerations going forward 



Partnerships 
&

Collaborations





Key 
Partnerships 

with 
Disaster-
related 
Bodies

UN-GGIM: 
Americas 

Disasters WG

GEO DRR WG

CEOS WG 
Disasters

AmeriGEO 
Disasters WG

WGIC 
Disaster 

Resilience 
Working 

Group



Global UN-GGIM: WG Disasters  & 
UN-GGIM: Americas WG Disasters

• Global UN-GGIM WG Disasters encouraged by renaming of Disasters working group in Americas 
region and its focus on implementing the Strategic Framework on GI & S for Disasters.  

• Looking forward to discussions with new leadership of Americas GISD towards collaboration and 
coordination throughout Americas region.  






