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CARIGEO’s PURPOSE

• To improve Spatial Data Infrastructures at the national 

and regional levels in the CARIBBEAN 

❑ building on recent and on-going developments

❑ leveraging indigenous skills and resources

❑ utilising external resources and technical expertise



CARIGEO’s PURPOSE



Steering Committee Membership

Membership Representative 

Chaired by UN-ECLAC Alvaro Monet

Member State: Barbados Michelle St. Claire

Member State: Jamaica Simone Lloyd

Academic Network (UWI St. Augustine) Bheshem Ramlal

ECLAC Port of Spain Artie Dubrie and Elizabeth Thorne

ESRI Linda Peters

Private Sector Network (GeoTechVision Ltd) Valrie Grant

UN-GGIM: Americas Secretariat representation                  
(past and present)

Gabriela Seco
Pamela Castillo

UN-GGIM Secretariat representation Cecille Blake 



Key Partnerships



The Future We Want



Caribbean Sub-regions

Caribbean comprises 
9 sub-regions broken 
down into:

• 29 island territories

• 10 continental territories



Geo-empowered 
Caribbean Region

• CARIGEO, is a collaborative initiative that seeks to geospatially 
empower the countries and territories of the Caribbean to advance 
the greater use and sharing of geospatial and statistical information 
to support improved decision making for sustainable national and 
regional development.

• Support countries and territories of the Caribbean in the 
implementation of the Integrated Geospatial Information 
Framework (IGIF). 



A community of 
spatial data producers 

and users is formed
and remains active

GIS and data 
management 
capacities are 

improved across the 
region

Increased funding is 
available for the 

creation and updating 
of fundamental 
spatial datasets

Spatial data is shared 
more broadly and 

more openly in the 
Caribbean



Development decisions 
and policy-formulation
take more advantage of 

geoinformation

National Legislation to 
regulate and promote the 
use of geoinformation is 

enacted 

Agreements are instituted 
for collaboration and 

corporation on the use of 
geoinformation regionally



Scope of Work

Track 1: Assessment of Current Situation in the Caribbean

Track 2: Governance and Policies

Track 3: Collaboration and Partnerships  

Track 4: Datasets and Tools

Track 5: Capacity Development

Track 6: Communications



Achievements & 
Way Forward



https://www.caribbeangeoportal.com/

https://www.caribbeangeoportal.com/


Caribbean Geoportal Webinar 
series

(April - August 2021)

June 22, 2021



Key Partnerships for Caribbean Geoportal 
Webinar Series



NEW Haiti Country page 
https://haiti.caribbeangeoportal.com/

Centralizing resources for:​

• Earthquakes​

• Hurricane​

• Flooding

• Soils​

• Landslides​

• And more..​

https://haiti.caribbeangeoportal.com/
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Future Solutions, Data 
& Capacity Building

• Focus on new thematic areas​
• Maritime​
• IHO, Bathymetry data, MACHC​
• Tcarta other private sector providers​
• Caribbean Marine Atlas​
• Caricoos​

• ​Oil Spills​

• Marine Protection​

• Sargassum​

• University of Rhode Island Infrastructure data​

• More...​



• WEBINAR 1: Academic Network Americas:

Ethics on the Use of Geospatial Information Recording here

• WEBINAR 2: Caribbean Geoportal Topic 1 - How to Use Recording here

• WEBINAR 3: Caribbean Geoportal Topic 2 - Disasters Recording here

• WEBINAR 4: UNGEGN on Geographical Names - Recording here

• WEBINAR 5: Caribbean Geoportal Topic 3 - Metadata, Maintenance, Best Practices On 
Data Sharing - September 21st Recording soon

• WEBINAR 6: Integration of Statistics and Geospatial Information ​

2021 Webinars for Community Awareness 
Raising & Capacity Strengthening

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=--xd5a59Ak8%20%5byoutube.com%5d
https://community.esri.com/t5/national-statistics-organizations-videos/webinar-learn-how-you-can-use-the-caribbean/m-p/1049883#M10
https://community.esri.com/t5/national-statistics-organizations-videos/webinar-using-the-caribbean-geoportal-for-disaster/m-p/1071695#M12
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/working_groups/webinars/31-Aug-2021.cshtml
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CARIGEO Student Your 
Story Competition​



Your Caribbean Story (caribbeangeoportal.com)

https://yourcaribbeanstory.caribbeangeoportal.com/


“Your Caribbean Story”​ Competition

• Launched January 2022​

• Eligible participants:​
• University students studying in the Caribbean region​

• Citizens/Students from the region studying abroad

• Judged by Geography and Geospatial experts from across Caribbean region 
and internationally 







CARIGEO Sargassum 
Project 



Sun, Sea & Sand Tourism in the Caribbean threatened by sargassum. 



Sargassum Satellite Early Warning System

• The CARIGEO Steering Committee is proposing to undertake a 

Sargassum Satellite Early Warning System. 

• This system proposes to:

• support Caribbean Member countries in the monitoring, management, and 

mitigation of Sargassum impact.

• estimate the arrival of Sargassum based on satellite data and drone imagery.



IGIF Workshop 
for Caribbean 

Region



“Implementation of Global Guidelines to Strengthen 
Geospatial Information Management In the Caribbean”

• The diagnoses carried out by the group on geospatial data 
infrastructures of the United Nations Regional Committee on 
Global Geospatial Information Management for the Americas:

• For the years 2018, 2019 and 2020, generally low levels of 
progress reported in national geospatial initiatives, taking into 
consideration the evaluation of aspects related to institutions, 
technology, data and human resources.

• It is intended that this workshop be the starting milestone of the 
IGIF implementation process in the Caribbean region, within the 
framework of the execution of the work plan of UN-GGIM: 
Americas.

• To be hosted: early 2023








