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THE SITUATION WITH DATA

 Increase in demand for and use of data
 COVID-19 surveillance and public health response
 Implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development 

Goals
 Development of new generation of long-term, evidence-based National 

Development Plans

 Capacity to produce, disseminate, and use data has not 
measured up
 Most data-producing entities of government do not have adequate statistical capacity

 Level of statistical literacy among the population is relatively low

 Statistical capacity initiatives are generally not sustained



Trend in Statistical Capacity Indicator Score (2006-2020)



Trends in the Dimensions of Statistical Capacity Indicator Score
(2006-2020)

Source Data Methodology Periodicity and Timeliness



Staff experiencing challenges  in performing statistical activities at the NSO
(percentages)



AN ECLAC INITIATIVE

• Information System on national statistical capacities to produce the SDG indicators



Information System on national statistical capacities to produce the SDG indicators
(Statistical coordination group for the 2030 Agenda in Latin America and the Caribbean)

Main characteristics of the information system:

• National ownership – Governance system through the 

creation of groups and users with different roles.

• Uploading of information through an online system -

simultaneous filling by various information producers

• Alignment with the Information System on capacity 

building activities to support the production of SDG indicators

• Capture of the demand and supply of technical cooperation 

at indicator level – horizontal cooperation 

• Inclusion of national targets and indicators

• Identification of targets and indicators (proxy and 

complementary) being used at country level 

• Distinction between statistical capacity and political follow-

up of the 2030 Agenda

• Online reports – monitoring of the System and of the progress 
in statistical production
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National Statistical Office (NSO)
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Complete list of indicators
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Uploading of information

• Level of production/ Demand and provision of 
technical assistance

• National monitoring of the 2030 Agenda

• Characteristics of the indicator

• Statistical Operation

• Availability Range (Years)

• Basic disaggregations

• Specific disaggregations

• Periodicity

• Geographical coverage

• Unit of measure

• Observations
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National Reports (examples)



National Reports (examples)



National Reports (examples)



National Reports (examples)



National Reports 
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During the Fifth meeting of the Statistical Coordination Group for the 2030 Agenda
in Latin America and the Caribbean held virtually on 11 August 2022, the Group
adopted the initiative and gave its approval to move forward with implementation of
the pilot stage of the information system on national capacities for the production of
SDG indicators.

Eight countries participating in the meeting (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador,
Mexico, the Dominican Republic, and Trinidad and Tobago) expressed their interest in
participating in the pilot stage.

During the Twenty-first meeting of the Executive Committee of the Statistical
Conference of the Americas of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean held on 24-25 August 2022, the Executive Committee welcomed the
progress in the development of the information system for the continuous update of
the inventory of national capacities to produce the SDG indicators and invited countries
to coordinate with the secretariat on the action needed to implement the system.



KEY MESSAGES

 Data are the lifeblood of decision-making and the raw material for
accountability. Without high-quality data providing the right information on
the right things at the right time; designing, monitoring and evaluating
effective policies becomes almost impossible (A World That Counts,
November 2014, p.2).

 Data in the 21st Century is like Oil in the 18th Century: an immensely,
untapped valuable asset. Like oil, for those who see Data’s fundamental value
and learn to extract and use it there will be huge rewards (Joris Toonders,
YONEGO– https://www.wired.com/insights/2014/07/data-new-oil-digital-
economy/).


