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85 countries – 301 censuses – 672 million person records 

IPUMS microdata availability 

Thank you National Statistical Offices! 



Argentina 5 Fiji 5 Malaysia 4 Saint Lucia 2 
Armenia 2 France 8 Mali 3 Senegal 2 
Austria 5 Germany 4 Mexico 8 Sierra Leone 1 
Bangladesh 3 Ghana 3 Mongolia 2 Slovenia 1 
Belarus 2 Greece 5 Morocco 3 South Africa 4 
Bolivia 3 Guinea 2 Mozambique 2 South Sudan 1 
Botswana 4 Haiti 3 Nepal 1 Spain 4 
Brazil 6 Hungary 5 Netherlands 3 Sudan 1 
Burkina Faso 3 India 6 Nicaragua 3 Switzerland 4 
Cambodia 2 Indonesia 9 Nigeria 5 Tanzania 3 
Cameroon 3 Iran 2 Pakistan 3 Thailand 4 
Canada 5 Iraq 1 Palestine 2 Trinidad & Tobago 5 
Chile 5 Ireland 9 Panama 6 Turkey 3 
China 3 Israel 3 Paraguay 5 Uganda 2 
Colombia 5 Italy 1 Peru 2 Ukraine 1 
Costa Rica 5 Jamaica 3 Philippines 3 UK 2 
Cuba 1 Jordan 1 Poland  4 USA 7 
Dominican Republic 5 Kenya 5 Portugal 4 Uruguay 6 
Ecuador 6 Kyrgyz Republic 2 Puerto Rico 6 Venezuela 4 
Egypt 3 Liberia 2 Romania 4 Vietnam 3 
El Salvador 2 Malawi 3 Rwanda 2 Zambia 3 

IPUMS samples per country 



 

NSO microdata: census-by-census 
 

IPUMS: simplify comparison across time and place without 
loss of information 

 

1. Integrate census samples  
• Common format for data and metadata  
• Bring together in common database 

2. Harmonize variables  
• Common codes for variables across all data files  
• Composite coding structure 

• First digit = general code (common to many censuses) 
• Trailing digits = detailed codes 

3. Dissemination  
• User downloads custom data extracts  
• Pooled samples containing only selected variables 
 
 

IPUMS Adds Value, Facilitates Research 



IPUMS Variable Page, Metadata 



IPUMS variable harmonization 

Marital Status: MARST 

Bangladesh 2011 

1 = Unmarried 
2 = Married 
3 = Widowed 
4 = Divorced/separated 

Mexico 1970 

1 = Married, civil & relig 
2 = Married, civil 
3 = Married, religious 
4 = Consensual union 
5 = Widowed 
6 = Divorced 
7 = Separated 
8 = Single 

Kenya 1999 

1 = Never married 
2 = Monogamous 
3 = Polygamous 
4 = Widowed 
5 = Divorced 
6 = Separated 



Input                  
Bangladesh 

2011 

4 = Divrc or separated 

1 = Unmarried 

2 = Married 

3 = Widowed 

Mexico 
1970 

1 = Married, civil & relig 

2 = Married, civil 

3 = Married, religious 

4 = Consensual union 

5 = Widowed 

6 = Divorced 

7 = Separated 

8 = Single 

Kenya 
1999 

1 = Never married 

2 = Monogamous 

3 = Polygamous 

4 = Widowed 

5 = Divorced 

6 = Separated 



Label Code 

Harmonized                  

1 = Never married 1 = Married, civil & relig 

4 = Divrc or separated 

1 = Unmarried 

2 = Married 

3 = Widowed 

2 = Married, civil 

3 = Married, religious 

4 = Consensual union 

5 = Widowed 

6 = Divorced 

7 = Separated 

8 = Single 

Single 

Married or in union 

   Married, formally 

      Civil 

      Religious 

      Civil and religious 

      Monogamous 

      Polygamous 

   Consensual union 

   Separated 

   Divorced 

2 = Monogamous 

3 = Polygamous 

4 = Widowed 

5 = Divorced 

6 = Separated 

1 0 0 
2 0 0 
2 1 0 
2 1 1 
2 1 2 
2 1 3 
2 1 4 
2 1 5 
2 2 0 

0 0 
3 1 0 
3 2 0 

0 0 

Mexico 
1970 

Input                  
Bangladesh 

2011 
Kenya 
1999 

Divorced or separated 3 

Widowed 4 



 
 

 
 
 

 

5 Steps to Create Custom Microdata Extract 

Registered researcher 
1. Sign in with password 

2. Pick: countries, census years, 
variables, subpopulations for 
custom extract 

3. Receive email 
confirmation 

4. Enter 
password, 
download 
extract, 
and... ... unzip extract. 

5. Analyze your extract 
with your own tools: 
SPSS, SAS, Stata, R, etc. 



Home  
Ownership 

Relation 
to Head 

Age Marital 
Status Occupation 

Customized data extract 



• Family interrelationship (pointer) variables 

• Spatial harmonization, GIS shapefiles 

• Online tabulator 

• User support 

• Classroom accounts 

• … Among others 

 

 

 

Other features of the dissemination system 



Geographic boundary files 









IPUMS International: Scholarly Data Use 

14,800+ total users 



IPUMS International Users:  
by Discipline, Status, Anticipated Results 

Discipline 
Economics 5000+ 
Demography 2000+ 
Sociology 1000+ 
Statistics 500+ 
Public Policy 500+ 
Geography 300+ 
History 150+ 
Non-academic 80+ 

Status 
Student 50% 
Faculty 15% 
Researcher 15% 
Other academic 5% 
Non-academic 5% 

Anticipated result 
Research article 35% 
Thesis 25% 
Class assignment 20% 
Policy  report 5% 
Teaching materials 3% 
Book 2% 



IPUMS International: Institutions 
North America 

 University of Minnesota 
 University of California, Berkeley 
 Harvard University 
 University of Michigan 
 University of Chicago 
 Columbia University 
 Dartmouth College 
 University of California, Davis 
 Wellesley College 

 
Central and South America 

 El Colegio de México  
 Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais, BR 
 Universidad de Valle, Colombia 
 Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile 
 Universidad Nacional de la Plata, AR  
 

Asia & Oceania 
 University of Malaya 
 National University of Singapore  
 Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 
 Renmin University of China 
 Seoul National University 
 Australian National University 

 

Africa 
 University of Witwatersrand, South Africa 
 Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria 
 University of Cape Town 
 Makerere University, Uganda 
 Cairo University 
 University of Nairobi 

 
Europe 

 London School of Economics  
 University of Oxford 
 University of Cambridge 
 Paris School of Economics 
 European University Institute, Florence 
 Universidad Carlos III de Madrid 
 Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona 
 

International Organizations 
 The World Bank 
 United Nations 
 Inter-American Development Bank 
 World Health Organization 



IPUMS International: Recent Publications 



• Recent initiatives: 
• IPUMS-International Research Data Enclave  

• Labor Force Surveys 

• Thanks to: 
• National Statistical Offices for trust and cooperation 

• International organizations for their support 

• Researchers for using of IPUMS integrated datasets 

• Looking forward to work together towards the 

2020 census round 

Concluding remarks 



Thank you! 
Rodrigo Lovatón 

lovat003@umn.edu 
@ipumsi 
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