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Importance





Norbert Haala: 
“Be aware of the process”

Benedicte Boucher:

“How to raise users´s voices...”

Jeroen Leusink:

“Information safety & Privacy”

Jordi Escriu: 
“Building trust...”

...

Euro Spatial Data Research Board of Directors Meeting, Gavle, 

Sweeden, October, 5, 2023



Past activities

Webinars

Articles

Surveys/Results



Past activities

Webinars



Diffussion / Research 

• Writing several articles/

interviews 

https://ww3.rics.org/uk/en/journals/land-

journal/Geospatial-ethics-using-location-data.html

Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) Journal on the Ethics in the use of geospatial information in the Americas



Surveys: ethical use of geospatial data (2021 – 2022)

Existence of 

National 

regulation

Existence of 

Education 

Americas: national members and academia

Europe: academia
Existence of 

Education 

8 questions – 90 responses

8 questions – 
40 responses

9 questions – 16 responses- national members

Past survey



Survey to national members:
Regarding the existence of regulation

❖66% of the countries state: no rules regulating the ethical use of data, although 

they may have some type of guide.

❖56 %:  no federal or state regulations that penalize the inappropriate use of 

location data.

❖ 81 % government institutions do not have standards on the ethical use of 

geographic data.



Survey regarding education in the ethical use of 
geospatial data



Survey responses

Europe´s Survey

America´s Survey



Survey responses

Europe´s Survey

America´s Survey



Including in the future…

Europe´s Survey

America´s Survey



Some comments

- Strong need for ethics as a topic in geospatial education

(including principles, procedures, consequences, 

standardization)

- General awareness for the topic in academic curricula

- Already an important topic (even more in Americas)

- Becoming even more important

THE ROLE OF ACADEMIA IS 

THE GATEWAY OF 

GEO-ETHICS



Actual project

Team

ARGENTINA

BRASIL

CHILE

MEXICO

PANAMA

USA-soon

URUGUAY

EuroSDR-soon

Actual project



https://forms.gle/cgM74vXJwHdaCFBPA

https://forms.gle/cgM74vXJwHdaCFBPA




Preliminar responses



Actual project

If yes…

If no…



Actual project

Future: Keep working…

- Promotion to enhance the awareness of the topic

- Build capacity on the topic

- Webinars: Training educators

- Articles

- Sharing education/training materials

- Provide strong examples illustrating the need for the topic

- Learning the relevant skills

- Generate critical attitudes towards the topic

- Trust as the foundation for Geo-ethics



Actual project

Need to keep moving
And working together is the clue to make 

this thematic shows its relevance

THANK YOU
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