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BACKGROUNDBACKGROUND

States in the CaribbeanStates in the Caribbean--ECLAC (SRO)ECLAC (SRO)
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POPULATION OF SELECTED COUNTRIESPOPULATION OF SELECTED COUNTRIES
(000 persons)

4.824.824.664.664.794.79MontserratMontserrat

----25.8025.80British Virgin British Virgin 
IslandsIslands

200720072006200620052005

2,667.202,667.202,654.402,654.40JamaicaJamaica

50.4650.4649.9949.9949.3549.35St. Kitts and St. Kitts and 
NevisNevis

510.00510.00499.10499.10SurinameSuriname

1,303.191,303.191,297.941,297.941,294.491,294.49Trinidad & Trinidad & 
TobagoTobago

--760.20760.20767.60767.60GuyanaGuyana

--211.28211.28211.00211.00BarbadosBarbados

85.9085.9084.3384.3382.7982.79Antigua & Antigua & 
BarbudaBarbuda
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CHALLENGESCHALLENGES

The following are some challenges The following are some challenges 
encountered:encountered:

1.1. Lack of human resources and human Lack of human resources and human 
resource development within the region.resource development within the region.

2.2. Lack of capacity building and training of Lack of capacity building and training of 
adequate personnel.adequate personnel.
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STAFFING OF STATISTICAL STAFFING OF STATISTICAL 
AGENCIES IN THE REGIONAGENCIES IN THE REGION

Antigua 
& 
Barbud
a

Barbado
s

Beliz
e

British 
Virgin 
Islands

Guyana Jamaica Saint 
Lucia

St. 
Kitts 
and 
Nevis

Suriname Trinidad 
and Tobago

DEGREE 4 15 11 8 18 72 9 5 9 0
Subject 
Matter 
Training

2 8 5 6 13 71 9 4 8 0

Male 1 5 2 2 4 23 3 4 3 0
Female 1 3 3 4 9 48 6 0 5 0
Without 
Subject 
Matter 
Training

2 7 6 2 5 1 0 1 1 0

Male 1 0 2 0 5 1 0 1 0 0
Female 1 7 4 2 0 0 0 0 1 0
NON-DEGREE 15 56 22 15 11 281 42 9 94 0
Subject 
Matter 
Training

9 10 0 3 0 274 17 2 23 0

Male 4 7 0 1 0 85 9 1 7 0
Female 5 3 0 2 0 189 8 1 16 0
Without 
Subject 
Matter 
Training

6 46 22 12 11 7 25 7 71 0

Male 5 16 15 2 1 3 4 0 26 0
Female 1 30 7 10 10 4 21 7 45 0
% with 
Degrees 21% 21% 33% 35% 62% 20% 18% 36% 9%

% with 
Subject 
Matter 
Training

58% 25% 15% 39% 45% 98% 51% 43% 30%

% Females 37% 51% 30% 70% 66% 68% 69% 57% 64%
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CHALLENGESCHALLENGES contcont’’dd

3.3. Increasing demands for data and statistics. Increasing demands for data and statistics. e.ge.g
requirements of the agreed requirements of the agreed MDGs/IADGsMDGs/IADGs..

4.4. Different types of data sources which include: Different types of data sources which include: 
Censuses, Surveys and Administrative Censuses, Surveys and Administrative 
Records.Records.

5.5. The CSME movement: The need for The CSME movement: The need for 
harmonization of statistics in the subharmonization of statistics in the sub--region.region.

6.6. National challenges to CoordinationNational challenges to Coordination
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REGIONAL MECHANISMREGIONAL MECHANISM

ECLAC and CARICOM: Collaborating ECLAC and CARICOM: Collaborating 
and Cooperation links establishedand Cooperation links established
Need to avoid duplication of efforts Need to avoid duplication of efforts 
and scarce resourcesand scarce resources
Maximize benefits to the various Maximize benefits to the various 
Member Countries Member Countries 
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GOOD PRACTICES/SUCCESS GOOD PRACTICES/SUCCESS 
STORIESSTORIES

Trinidad & Tobago Trinidad & Tobago 
•• Close attention paid by the government to resourcing of the Close attention paid by the government to resourcing of the 

Central Statistical Office.Central Statistical Office.
•• For example, recent censuses and the complete funding of For example, recent censuses and the complete funding of 

the recent household budget survey.the recent household budget survey.
JamaicaJamaica
•• Possesses a rich history of data collection and analysis.Possesses a rich history of data collection and analysis.
•• Adequate human resource capacity as well as training of Adequate human resource capacity as well as training of 

necessary personnel.necessary personnel.
Belize, Dominica and SurinameBelize, Dominica and Suriname
All three countries have been producing some key All three countries have been producing some key 
environmental statistics on a regular basis. This area especiallenvironmental statistics on a regular basis. This area especially y 
poses challenges to smaller countries in the regionposes challenges to smaller countries in the region
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CONCLUSIONCONCLUSION

There have been serious setbacks due to the recent financial There have been serious setbacks due to the recent financial 
downturn experienced worldwide therefore posing a threat to downturn experienced worldwide therefore posing a threat to 
statistical offices in the region.statistical offices in the region.

In response to this challenge as shown in a recent meeting In response to this challenge as shown in a recent meeting 
which included politicians, statisticians and other users of which included politicians, statisticians and other users of 
statistics several promising statements were made by current statistics several promising statements were made by current 
ministers of governments.ministers of governments.

Another promising development was the resounding Another promising development was the resounding 
endorsement of a CARICOM Resolution in 2005 in support of endorsement of a CARICOM Resolution in 2005 in support of 
Statistical Development in the subStatistical Development in the sub--region .region .
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THANK YOUTHANK YOU


