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WHY

The Mission of the International Federation 
of Surveyors is to ensure that the 
disciplines of surveying and all who practice 
them meet the needs of the markets and 
communities that they serve.

Mission of FIG
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How is           organized ?       

Young Surveyors History

Standards

Regional Development

OICRF

10 Commissions



Vision

By 2030 Americas land 

professionals will provide 

global thought leadership 

and promote professional 

leadership qualities amongst 

its members and within their 

Associations as active 

Members of the FIG.
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Drafted Orlando Statement on the Caribbean Small Island Developing States (highlights):

• Highlight the uniqueness of Caribbean SIDS but also their similarities.

• Recognized various international programmes, conventions and frameworks that address the 

various challenges being faced by Caribbean SIDS  eg. Integrated Geospatial Information Framework 

(IGIF), Global Geodetic Reference frame (GGRF), UNDRR) Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 

Reduction, UN-GGIM Strategic Framework on Geospatial Information and Services for Disasters.

• Agree that the costs, benefits and value of geospatial information and the hydrospatial domain should be 

advocated to all stakeholders, in particular decision makers and donor or funding agencies

• Commit to identify and collaborate with existing regional networks throughout the region. 

• Confirm the need for partnerships, sharing and collaboration between governments, non-governmental 

organizations, academia and industry.

FIG Working Week 2023

Caribbean SIDS Workshop (May 29-30, 2023)
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Americas Capacity Development

• FIG Council established the Americas CDN 

in August 2023

• Spans all of the Americas:  Subregions for 

Caribbean, Latin America & North America

• To address concerns of all Nation States,  

territories and constituent countries

• Build capacity and capability outside of the 

government agencies in FIG constituents
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https://www.fig.net/news/news_2023/09_FIG-network-Americas.asp


Focus Areas

• Establishing contact with existing 

subregional and regional organizations

• Find and engage with national 

professional societies 

• Connect national professional societies 

with their respective governments

• Work within FIG to ensure action and 

activity throughout the Americas
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Regional Organizations
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National Professional Societies

• Red indicates the existing 8 FIG Members

– ARGENTINA, BAHAMAS, CANADA, HAITI, 

JAMAICA, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 

UNITED STATES, & URUGUAY

• A poll uncovered many other groups that are 

active in Latin America but not in FIG

• A task is to involve or establish national 

professional societies to reach everyone
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Training Opportunities

Training Providers

• SIRGAS – technical training

• NASA/JPL – Gypsy/X

• IAG – a variety of training

• EuroSDR - Workshops

• NOAA/NGS – TTC, educational 

videos, online, webinars, 

– GEBCO sponsored event: July 2024

– UN-GGIM-Americas: October 2024

Funding Support Providers

• PAIGH (for those who are 

members)

• UN-OOSA (generally limited)

• GEBCO 

(Mesoamerica/Caribbean focus)

• Funding for all these has been 

requested for next year
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https://www.ngs.noaa.gov/corbin/class_description/NGS_Video_Library.shtml
https://www.ngs.noaa.gov/web/science_edu/online_lessons/index.shtml
https://www.ngs.noaa.gov/web/science_edu/webinar_series/


• Determine funding and events in 2024

– How many can participate? Where? Training to be accomplished?

– How will this support national, Caribbean and regional plans?

• Organize formal Side Event at 2024 UN-GGIM-Americas

• Contact national professional societies

• Consider exportable training opportunities – trainers travel

• Leverage local meeting opportunities (e.g., CARIGEO)

Next Steps – Near Term
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• Look to national requirements for Geospatial Data

– What data does each country have? How to implement GGRF?

– Impacts to respective Country-level Action Plans

• Look to Caribbean area requirements

– Areas of overlap? Opportunities for collaboration? Training needs?

– Concerns about integrating maritime/terrestrial domains

• Look to regional requirements across the Americas

– How will the work support or be supported by the Joint Action Plan?

– Work with regional partners such as SIRGAS, PAIGH, AmeriGEO

Next Steps – Longer Term
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Thank you for your attention

• Daniel Roman
– dan.roman@noaa.gov

– Chair, Americas CDN

– North America

• Rosario Casanova
– casanova@fing.edu.uy

– Vice-Chair, Americas CDN

– Latin America

• Simone Lloyd
– Simone.lloyd@mhurecc.gov.jm

– Vice-Chair, Americas CDN

– -Caribbean
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